EARLY GLASS WORKS IN THE UNITED STATES
The following story of the development of the Whitney Works is taken from an historical sketch read by Thomas W. Synnott before the Historical Society of Glassboro, N. J., in 1905.
"In 1775, a number of glass blowers by the name of Stenger, who had been working at Wistar's Glass Works in Salem County, moved to Glassboro and purchased a. piece of land, then covered with pine timber. After clearing the land, they built a small furnace and began the making of bottles that year.
"This plant was operated in the name of Stenger Brothers. They were fairly successful for a number of years.
"Some time in 1780-81, owing to the depreciation of the Continental Currency which was then worth about three cents on the dollar in gold, they failed, and being unable to pay the debts, were imprisoned in the Gloucester County Jail.
"The following year the property was sold and operated under the name of Heston and Carpenter, and was enlarged to take in flint and window glass. The original furnace was used solely to make dark green glass, in which wood ashes were largely used. This firm operated until 1802, and then was carried on under the name of Edward Carpenter & Company.
[15]